Date

Dear Friends and Family:


I am writing this letter to you, the first of its kind, to ask for your help and support in my mission. This coming spring, I will participate in a 5-day, 300-mile mountain bike ride from the city of Haifa to Mevaseret Zion, to benefit the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism.

Many North Americans are not aware that currently, the State of Israel does not fully support or recognize Reform congregations. For the most part, the state’s support is limited to Orthodox congregations. The salaries and expenses of Orthodox rabbis are paid for by the state, but those of Reform rabbis are not. In fact, Reform Judaism, known in Israel as “Progressive Judaism”, continues to struggle to gain support and recognition from the government and from the overall population.

Many North Americans who visit Israel are surprised at how few non-Orthodox Jewish Israelis actually practice Judaism. To some degree, this is due to the lack of choice offered to everyday Israelis in a religious system that is very Orthodox-dominated. The Progressive Jewish movement offers an alternative by training teachers from secular public schools in Israel to teach Jewish studies in a meaningful, modern, and pluralistic way.

Many feel, including myself, that teaching and living Judaism in a more liberal and egalitarian fashion will not only benefit Israeli Jews, but Jews around the world. I believe it may also help Israel achieve peace with its neighbors one day. It is important that we as Jews, Reform and otherwise, help the Progressive Movement and liberal Jewish communities become firmly established in the Israeli mosaic.

To that end, I am asking for your help. I truly believe that after reading a little on the subject, you will agree that this worthwhile cause deserves our help and attention. For more information on who benefits from this ride see “Where Will My Money Go” on the IMPJ Web site www.riding4reform.org. 

On a personal note, those of you who know me, know that I am “mishigge” about biking. But, this trip represents more to me than just a challenging bike ride for a good cause. It offers me the chance to support Israel and its people. Please help me make this dream a reality.

I will be paying all my own expenses, including the cost of the ride. I need to raise at least $2,000 in contributions for the Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ), but I’m hoping, with your help, to raise much more. All the money that I raise will go directly to the IMPJ to perform its important work.

Please make your U.S. checks payable to “Friends of the IMPJ.” Canadians can send me checks payable to “Canadian Friends of the World Union for Progressive Judaism” (Do they actually think that you can fit that on one check line?!).

Please mail your checks to me at my home address in the envelope provided, on or before March 15, 2012. Don’t forget to fill out the Donor Information Card that I have enclosed so that the IMPJ can send you an official receipt. My email address is ________________________. Please write your email address above your name on your check, so I can easily keep in touch.

Thanks so much – Shalom V’Lehitra’ot

